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Due to my ‘last-minute’ holiday decision, WOBUL for 
February will be published early, on 26 January. Will those 
readers wishing to have their material published in February’s 
edition, ensure that their contributions are with me by close 
of business on Tuesday 24 January at the latest.         Mike 

   

  

 

 

Village Hall Christmas Tree 

A huge thank-you goes to Mr and Mrs Carpenter who 

donated a magnificent 7-feet tall artificial Christmas 

tree, complete with lights, to decorate the Village Hall 

each year. It looks spectacular. and it took Maureen 

Ling and me a while to assemble it!  

It is American of course and will make a splendid 

addition to the various Christmas meetings that take 

place in the hall each year. I just need to get some 

baubles to finish it. Does anyone have any spare 

decorations available? 

2  New Year Waste & Recycling Schedule – Mid Suffolk District Council              

3 2017 Waste & Recycling Calendar – Mid Suffolk District Council               

4 Wortham Walkers 2017, an introduction to revised days and organisation             

5-6       Wortham & Burgate’s Three Circular Walks                 

7 Palgrave Movies – 14th & 21st January       RAHOF presents ‘Know Your Hospice’    

8 Bill’s Birds for December & January.                   

9 Wortham & Burgate Twinning News         Santa Visits Wortham             

10 Better Broadband for Suffolk                  

11 The Sheila Rush Page                 

12 Burgate Village News                  

13 Wortham & Burgate Sunday Club from 8th January              

14 Village Hall Dates for your January Diary WOBUL contact details 
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WORTHAM WALKERS 2017 

 

 

We are a group which was started by Miriam Quinn in about 2005 to encourage sociable 

walking in and around Wortham. Currently there are 21 of us on the e-mail list and we walk 

on the first WEDNESDAY of each month (formerly Tuesday) in an area chosen by the leader 

for that month. The current organiser is John Scott,       e-mail: juliejohnscott@yahoo.co.uk       

Tel: 01379 650009.            New members are welcome. 

The main features of the group currently are: 

1.   The walk starts at 10.30 am and finishes by 12 noon.  

2.  There is usually a pub nearby where the walk starts and ends, but staying for a meal is 

not encouraged or discouraged, because many of us sometimes have other things to do 

with our time or money, and at other times would prefer a lunch at the end of the walk. 

3.  The walks have been very varied and in locations far and near, from Wortham / Burgate 

to Walberswick / Bury St Edmunds areas. 

4.  We go at the pace of the slowest with regular stops; the distance is not more than 3 or 

4 miles and there is usually a shortcut and a longer route; walkers can decide which 

option to follow and there will be someone to guide each group. 

5.  We try to choose walks without too many stiles or muddy paths because some of us are 

not as agile as we would like to be.  

6.  We have a calendar detailing each month’s leader, which is supplied to each walker. 

  The first walk of 2017 will be at Knettishall Heath on 4th January starting at the visitor 

centre; information on the nearest pub will be circulated by e-mail during the week before 

the walk together with instructions on how to reach the starting point. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:juliejohnscott@yahoo.co.uk
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* Produced by Wortham & Burgate Parish Council & Suffolk C.C. 



Page 6 
 

 

** Also available from Wortham PO Stores and The Manor House 
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      SATURDAY 14 JANUARY, 7:30 pm 

OUR KIND OF TRAITOR 
A John le Carre thriller 

 

               SATURDAY 21 JANUARY, 7:30 pm 
    

MISS SAIGON 
   25th Anniversary West End Recording 

 
Sat 04 Mar, 7:30pm ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS - The Movie. 
Sat 18 Mar, 7:30pm CAFE SOCIETY - New Woody Allen film 

 

www.palgravecinema.co.uk 
Book in advance online, where trailers can be seen and reviews read. 

TICKETS £5 each 
 

RAHOF presents 

- KNOW YOUR HOSPICE - 

A CHEESE 'N' COFFEE EVENING with RAHOF ANNUAL REVIEW 

7.30 p.m. Monday, 13 February 2017 

Redgrave Amenities Centre 

Admission free, Tasty refreshments, Speakers, New Year Draw 

    

Do come along to this friendly evening.  You will meet some staff from 

St Nicholas Hospice who will talk about the work of different facets of 

this caring place.           

You can also chat with friends & RAHOF members, hear about plans for 

2017 when RAHOF celebrates 30 years of support for our local hospice.  
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BILL’S BIRDS 

Here we are at the end of October 2016 and the Autumn migration is in full swing.  Locally we notice 

flocks of Golden Plover in the fields, rising as one showing their golden flanks.  I have had reports of the 

Blackcap, a common Summer warbler visitor, and now coming to our feeders.  A group from central 

Europe has decided the trip to the Mediterranean too far and warmer winters in the UK can supply 

their needs.   

We get a good idea of a general Autumn migration north to south from 

watchers on our coastal reserves.  Here regular counts are carried out 

at Landguard Reserve and we have reports of hundreds of Goldfinches 

passing through and even daily counts of fifty plus Robins.   

I was recently phoned by a colleague who watches at Spurn Head, 

Yorkshire, and there have been phenomenal counts of common and rare birds.  I note unusually: 

                                                                                                   

11th October      399 Goldcrests         713 Robins 

         15th October       28 Bearded Tits        12,300 Redwings      1,700 Fieldfares 

         16th October      330 Bramblings 

         17th October      300 Skylarks           911 Goldfinches 

How do these little birds, so often from isolated areas, such as Robins in our garden or Bearded Tits, 

always rarities in our marshes, and Goldcrests in fir trees, inform each other and get together as one 

flock?  Amongst these vast gatherings have been rare warblers and finches.  The most exciting being a 

Siberian Accentor, a relative of our Hedge Sparrow, (or Hedge Accentor).  This bird breeds in northern 

Siberia and winters in East China and Korea.  It has a distinctive yellow flash above its black eye band 

and a yellow breast. 

In the past, we have had our coastal migratory hot spots.  I remember in the of Autumn of 1965 an 

elderly friend had a few days’ holiday in my senior partner’s caravan at Dunwich.  He came back with 

stories of the crowd of rare birds he had seen.  I, as a new boy in both local birding and as a budding 

general practitioner, tended to under hear what I was told, however shortly afterwards the local press 

confirmed his information.  Motto: “Tend to believe what you’re told unless you can prove otherwise.” 

Still, we can be on the lookout for local excitements—the murmuration of Starlings, the movement 

of northern thrushes to our countryside (Redwings and Fieldfares). Every day there are reports of 

continental Song Thrushes and Blackbirds flying across the North Sea as well as the Fieldfares and 

Redwings from the north. 

Amongst the Autumn moving flocks of tits, Great, Blue and Long Tailed, there may be a small bird of 

similar size, the Yellow Browed Warbler, so called because of its marked yellow brow band. I saw one 

many years ago in Southwold Churchyard (only because a group of ‘watchers’ pointed it out to 

me!).  This bird breeds in the conifer forests of northern Siberia and usually winters in south east Asia 

and the Philippines. 

Happy New Year and remember that your winter garden Robin may be a temporary migrant from 

mainland Europe. 

Siberian Accentor at Spurn Head 
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Twinning News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hédé Christmas Market – members Frances and Nick Beasley, Judith and Andy Phillip,   

Katherine Hughes and her son Billy preparing the stall. 

Once again French regulars to the Hédé Christmas market made a beeline to the Wortham stall, 

eager to buy Christmas crackers and home-made produce made by members here in Suffolk. The 

raffle and small items of giftware also all donated by members proved equally popular. Around 

1000 Euros was taken on the day. 

AGM - Our AGM will be held on Friday 3rd February at 7.30pm in Wortham Village Hall. The 

business part of the meeting will be followed by a talk given by Jason from Suffolk Farmhouse 

Cheeses who make Suffolk Gold and Suffolk Brie. 

 

 

SANTA VISITS WORTHAM 

 

The Friends of Wortham Church invited Father Christmas to visit Wortham Village Hall on Sunday 

18th December. Twenty children and many parents and grandparents came along too.  

He entertained the children with a story whilst they were enjoying biscuits and drinks and each 

child then asked him for a special present for Christmas morning.  

They were all handed a chocolate gold coin and a present from Father Christmas before they 

waved him off on his sleigh. A thoroughly magical afternoon. 
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WINTER 2016 EDITION 

Suffolk Better Broadband Winter 2016 Update 

As reported in the Summer newsletter, we have now completed the first contract with     BT. 
This took the circa 50% existing fibre coverage in Suffolk and extended it up to around 85% 
coverage of all premises in the county. Following on from this, we have started our second 
scheme, which will see us reach over 96% premises coverage in the county by 2019. We 
have announced the first two phases of this scheme, and are now pleased to announce the 
initial tranche of the third phase. The areas covered by these phases are listed in the tables 
below, and also shown on the interactive website map as well. 

 

For the remaining phases of the second contract, we will be making further announcements regarding new 
areas of coverage every 3-6 months. It is worth pointing out that the programme is very fluid, and there is a 
strong chance that upgrades will be pulled forwards and backwards. BT are required to hit strict contractual 
milestones relating to building and commissioning the network. Each milestone or phase requires a number of 
premises to be upgraded between now and the end of 2019. Whilst a general view of the broad areas which 
these will fall into exists, it is not until the survey task at the beginning of each phase that we know precisely 
what the build will include. For example, if a survey uncovers an issue, that area may have to fall back to a 
later phase, and another area might need to be fast tracked into an earlier phase. The "net" outcome to date is 
that we have not yet had to de-scope a single area from the contract, albeit there is some limited "shuffling" of 
areas back and forth as required from an engineering perspective. This will become more and more relevant 
in the second contract; so it is harder to forecast with certainty when an area will be upgraded. Therefore, 
whilst the broad target is a particular phase, there is a chance of this coming forwards or backwards, for these 
reasons. Each 3-6 months we will publicise the latest build list in order that it can be tracked and shared as 
best as possible. 

 
We also have a scheme open to anybody who currently gets less than 2Mbps. This offers a connection 
voucher for satellite and wireless operators, and is aimed at providing an interim solution whilst our fibre rollout 
progresses. It is important that we have chosen to add wireless broadband providers to this scheme, as it 
means that the variety of options is increased for those who must wait a little longer for fibre. For more 
information, or to register as a provider on this scheme, please 
visit http://www.betterbroadbandsuffolk.com/ApplicationForm.aspx 
 

For the 3-4% of Suffolk which we will not reach under our existing scheme, government are currently 
formulating an approach to a “Universal Service Obligation” of 10Mbps for all premises by 2020. This is not 
finalised as yet, and the SCC view is that we will do all we can to progress the fibre rollout as far above and 
beyond the 96% we currently have contracted, avoiding a digital divide in Suffolk. 

 
I am also pleased to announce that take-up of services continues to rise. We are currently at 38% take-up of 
the new services in Suffolk. This in itself will lead to further funding being clawed back from BT, and we can 
invest it through the most suitable means to increase our current 96% target further still. 

 
Please ensure that you contact the team for any briefings, questions or issues, on broadband@suffolk.gov.uk 
 

Satellite broadband connection scheme 

The satellite voucher scheme for interim services is still running for those who have less than 
2Mbps, and are not on the fibre build list for the next twelve months. This has also been opened 
up to include wireless broadband operators. guide and application form for the satellite 
broadband scheme can be found on the Better Broadband for Suffolk website on 
http://www.betterbroadbandsuffolk.com/ 

 

 

 

http://www.betterbroadbandsuffolk.com/ApplicationForm.aspx
mailto:broadband@suffolk.gov.uk
http://www.betterbroadbandsuffolk.com/
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THE SHEILA RUSH PAGE 

    

Surplus Plants, Fruit & Veg. Your charitable donations of surplus fruit, vegetables and plants have 

raised £580 this season and we will be sharing this money between East Anglian Children’s Hospices and 

East Anglian Air Ambulances. A big thank you to all who donated and those who purchased.                                             

We wish you a Happy New Year.                 Janice, Peter, Deborah and Chris. 

Village Carols. A good crowd attended the Village Carols around the Christmas tree at Wortham PO 

Stores and Tea Room on Friday 9 December. The singers were accompanied by Sue Heaser and Christine 

Odams with the music and Jonny Ling also attended with his organ. Mulled wine and mince pies were 

served. A total of £90 was raised for East Anglian Air Ambulances. 

FOWC Christmas Party. Friends of Wortham Church held its annual Christmas Party on Sunday 11 

December at The Farthings. During the evening the draw for the Virgin Balloon flight and other prizes was 

held. The winning ticket was drawn by Anthony Cobbold from the Cobbold Family and the winners were 

Sophie and David Appleton of Wortham. The Friends thanked everyone who bought tickets, and the hosts, 

Sue and Edward Coales. A total of £1300 was made for FOWC. 

Shoe Boxes. St Mary’s Church, Wortham collected 59 show boxes for the Samaritans Purse appeal. 

Thanks go out to all people in the Benefice who contributed. 

Good Companions Lunch. The Companions Christmas Lunch was held as usual at The Park Hotel, Diss on 

Tuesday 8 December and a lovely meal was served. Chairman Betty Garnham welcomed 51 members and 

friends and two vice-chairmen, Vivian Broomfield and Sue Bawden to the event. Betty said how nice it 

was they could attend. She thanked all who had supported the club during the year, and wised everyone 

a Merry Christmas and a Healthy New Year.  

Club member Roberta Bennett thanked the committee for its hard work in the previous twelve months. 

Members were reminded that the New Year meeting would be on Tuesday 7 February 2017 at 2pm in 

Wortham Village Hall. 

Carol Service. A large congregation was present for the annual carol service at St Mary’s Church, 

Wortham on Sunday 18 December. The service was taken by the Rev Adrian Watkins and the organist was 

Myra Pinnell. The proceedings began with the lighting of the fourth Advent candle and there was also a 

crib with a lighted candle. The first reading was given by Edward Coales and Wortham School pupils gave 

all other readings. Most of the usual, popular carols were sung. The children were part of the Open Book 

group which is held every Monday in the school by a wonderful team of people who go into school to 

teach the group about the stories from the Bible. 

During the service the congregation members were invited to place their gifts under the Christmas Tree, 

and they will be passed on to the Salvation Army. The collection was also taken by the children. At the 

end of the service, the Rector thanked the ladies who had decorated the church which looked wonderful, 

as always. The service ended with the Christmas Blessing followed by lulled wine and mince pies. 

Santa’s Visit. Father Christmas made a welcome visit to Wortham Village Hall on Sunday evening, 

18 December. He arrived in a beautifully decorated sleigh accompanied by one of his elves and was given 

a rousing welcome by children and adults alike. Music was played by Sue Heaser and the children went 

into the hall where they received a soft drink and biscuit. Then Santa told several stories and gave a 

present to each child. More music was played and then it was time to say goodbye and thank you to Santa 

who went off in his sleigh. The event was organised by the Friends of Wortham Church. 
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Burgate Village News 

 
Don’t forget – the kettle’s on every Tuesday at the Church Hall in Burgate.  Do 
come along and enjoy a hot drink and homemade cakes, meet your neighbours, 
catch up with old friends, bring children.  10.00 am until 12 noon.  Look for the 
‘A’ board by the side of the road. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Burgate Church Christmas Fair 
A big thank-you to everyone who helped organise this event, and also to those who supported the 
Fair in the Church on 26th November.   A total of around £1,000 was made for the PCC.   
 
 
Friends of Burgate Church 
The next meeting of the Friends of Burgate Church is to be held in Burgate Church Hall on 
Wednesday 11th January at 7.30 pm.   Do come along if you wish to become involved in organising 
events.    
 
Church Flowers       Hall Cleaning 
1st January  Gina Cole   Jennie Labdon 
8th January  Gina Cole 
15th January  Flo Tyler 
22nd January  Flo Tyler 
29th January  Liz Chapman    
      
 
Church Hall Booking Secretary:  Judi Tann:  01379 783302 
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VILLAGE HALL DATES FOR YOUR JANUARY DIARY 

Wortham Morning Yoga Tuesday  03, 10, 17, 24, 31 10:00 – 11:30 

Wortham Midday Yoga Thursday 05, 12, 19, 26   11:45 – 13:15 

Meditation   Tuesday 05, 12, 19, 26  14:00 – 15:00 

Ballroom   Monday        09, 16, 23, 30  18:30 – 21:00 

Sewing Class   Monday         09,       23  09:30 – 14:30 

Pilates    Wednesday  04, 11, 18, 25  09:30 – 10:30 

Tea’s Made   Wednesday      04, 11, 18, 25  14:00 – 16:30 

Gentle Exercise  Wednesday  05, 12, 19, 26  09:30 – 10:30 

Gentle Exercise  Thursday  04, 11, 18, 25  19:30 – 20:30 

Anglian Polymer Guild Sunday                 15  10:00 – 15:00 

Village Hall Committee Thursday                     26  19:00 

Parish Council Meeting Tuesday          10   19:30  

 

                                                                     

WOBUL is published monthly as a service of the Wortham & Burgate Community Action Programme 

Members of the CAP: Terry Quinn (Chairman), Michael & Paddy Richards, Jacky Bradley,                                                

Sheila Rudland, Paul & Alexis Burd, John Payton, Pete Antill, John King and Chris Williams (Treasurer). 

Editor: Mike Bowen. The Chalet, Union Lane, Wortham. IP22 1SP.                                                                                                           

Tel: 01379 650192   email: wobul@mcb-biz.net 

The Editor thanks all contributors for their timely submissions and states that the views stated herein                                    

are his or those of the article contributor and not of the W&B Community Action Programme. 
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