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WORTHAM STORES AND TEA SHOP 
    

We wish everyone a Happy Christmas and New Year. 
    

We have had a busy year and would like to thank everyone who has supported us.  Due to our 
busy-ness the Post Office is now open until 4pm on Wednesday afternoons.  (We still close for 
lunch between 1 and 2pm). Please see our website for opening times. 
    

Your charitable donations of surplus fruit, vegetables and plants have raised £580 this year.  We 
will be splitting this money between East Anglian Children's Hospice and East Anglian Air 
Ambulance.  A big thank you to all. 
    

We will be closing over Christmas and New Year to give us and our staff a well-earned break.  
As usual we will also use this time to make improvements that cannot be done whilst we are 
open. 
    

The shop will close at 12.30pm on Christmas Eve and re-open at 9am on Thursday 29th 
December 2016. The shop will be closed on 1st and 2nd January 2017. 
    

The Tea Shop will close at 3pm (last orders at 2pm) on Christmas Eve and reopen on Friday 13th 
January 2017. 
    

Once again, we wish you a Happy Christmas and New Year 
Janice, Peter, Deborah and Chris. 
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FRIDAY 02 DECEMBER, 7:30 pm 

LOVE AND FRIENDSHIP 
 
Sat 03 Dec, 7:00pm DINNER & FILM – MAMMA MIA – singalong SOLD OUT 
Sat 14 Jan, 7:30pm OUR KIND OF TRAITOR – John Le Carre thriller 
Sat 21 Jan, 7:30pm MISS SAIGON – 25th anniversary West End recording 
Sat 04 Mar, 7:30pm ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS - The Movie. 
Sat 18 Mar, 7:30pm CAFE SOCIETY – New Woody Allen film 
 

www.palgravecinema.co.uk 
Book in advance online, where trailers can be seen and reviews read. 

TICKETS £5 each 
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Suffolk Police is reminding shoppers to ensure their personal security remains a priority following a 
noticeable increase in thefts. The advice comes after reports of a 21% increase in thefts from the person, 
in particular: mobile phones, wallets and purses, between 1 January and 30 September this year 
compared with the same period last year.  

Thieves have been targeting major shopping areas, including Felixstowe, Lowestoft, Bury St Edmunds 
and Newmarket, with repeat offences reported around the Cornhill, Tavern Street and Great Coleman 
Street areas of Ipswich.  

Detective Superintendent Andy Smith said: "Personal theft is primarily an opportunist crime, and one 
which many people are unaware has occurred until later. At this time of year people often carry more 
money, and with many of us using our mobile phones to store personal data for online shopping, banking 
and social media, these can prove an attractive combination for thieves. 

"A variety of tactics and distractions are used to relieve you of your personal items; dipping into a bag – 
often underneath a cover of a jacket or newspaper, bumping into you, distracting you so your focus is 
not on your property, or actively cutting the straps from your bag. 

"Having your phone, wallet or purse stolen can have immediate consequences. Don’t give thieves that 
opportunity; by taking a few simple steps you can greatly reduce the risk of becoming a victim of this 
type of crime.” 

Preventing personal theft 

 Carry wallets in an inside pocket, where possible, but never in your back pocket. 
 Zip up hand and shoulder bags, and carry with the fasteners against your body to prevent a thief 

from dipping into it. 
 Keep straps short and bags tucked under your arm, or in front of you. 
 Don’t display jewellery. 
 Don’t show your money — keep it safely in your pocket. 
 Never leave your bags or other valuables unattended. 
 Ensure any bags placed on the on the floor are in front of you so that any movement of the bag 

will be noticeable. 
 

Safeguard your mobile phone  

 Stay alert and aware of what's going on around you when using your phone in public. 
 If you're not making a call, keep your phone hidden in a front pocket or bag. 
 Always use your phone’s security code or PIN. 
 Keep a record of your unique reference number (IMEI). To get this, dial *#06#, which allows you 

to block it from being used if it is stolen.  
 Download a tracking application, which could help trace your device if it’s stolen. 
 Use an ultra-violet marker to write your post code and house number on valuables. 
 Insure your possessions and keep the insurance details handy. 
 

Officers will be stepping up patrols in town centres in the lead up to the festive season, however if you 
notice anyone acting suspiciously, contact Suffolk Police on 101. Help us keep our communities safe by 
reporting any suspicious activity. Please use the following link to pass useful information to Suffolk Police 
about any incident.  https://www.suffolk.police.uk/contact-us/report-something/report-crime 

Police Connect Team 

With Christmas a few weeks away, 

https://www.suffolk.police.uk/contact-us/report-something/report-crime
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THE SHEILA RUSH PAGE (and a half) 

Spud & Spout                           

The Chairman of the Friends of Wortham Church welcomed guests to the Spud & Spout evening at 

Wortham Village Hall on Friday 28 October. After a baked potato supper, Sue Heaser was introduced for 

her talk ‘Misbehaviour at Sea: Tales of a Cruise Ship Craft Teacher’. Sue is a very talented lady who has 

written 14 books as well as many theatrical productions over the years. With her husband, Edward, she has 

been on six cruises giving her craft lessons.  

They were on the ship Ventura along with 3078 passengers and 1200 crew where she taught people to 

make jewellery and polymer items which were very popular with attending passengers. Her talk to us 

covered amazing stories such as going off to explore after berthing briefly in port and missing the departure; 

laundry tales of dress swapping, and two elderly ladies who were put off the vessel at the next stop for 

shoplifting! 

Thanks were given to Sue for such an entertaining evening, and also to the ladies who cooked the potatoes. 

The evening ended with a raffle and £340 was made for FOWC funds. 

Autumn Fayre                                      

St Marys Church, Wortham held its Autumn Fayre on Saturday 5 November in the village hall. There were 

many willing helpers, stalls and competitions. Winner of the Weight of Cake was Rev Ginny Manning (3lbs 

12 ozs) and Sweets in a Jar Sue Bawden. Rob Bawden won the Word Competition, and Maureen Ling the 

Adult Fishing Game. The Children’s Fishing Game winner was Alexandra Bawden. The Large Draw winners 
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were Elizabeth Clark, Ethel Erith, Sheila Rush and Maureen Lodder. A total of £613 was made for church 

funds. 

Remembrance Sunday                    

A large congregation was present at St Marys Church for the Remembrance Sunday service. This followed 

a short service at the War Memorial when wreaths were laid by Mike Erith, President of Wortham Bowls 

Club, Madeline Thurston from Wortham Primary School and Stephen Rash, Wortham & Burgate Parish 

Council Chairman. The church service was conducted by Rev Adrian Watkins and Myra Pinnell was the 

organist. The names of the fallen from the war memorial were read by Janet Bromley. The Silent Tribute 

and Two Minutes’ Silence was led by Maureen Lodder. Readings were by Maureen Lodder OBE, Sheila Rush 

and Lyn Pelham Burn. The collection was taken by Cathy Hume and Lyn Pelham Burn for the work of the 

Royal British Legion. Coffee was served following the service. 

Wortham Village Hall Quiz               

Wortham Village Hall Committee held its Quiz Night on Saturday 19 November. Chairman Barry Higgs 

welcomed everyone to the event for which 12 teams were entered. Quizmaster for the evening was Lee 

Acaster who also devised the questions. There was a short break for snacks and the raffle. The winning 

team was TeasMade 2: Maureen Lodder, Wendy Dickinson, Pete Antil and Terry Quinn. The bar was run by 

Mike Burgess, while Jenny Piper and Janette Higgs ran the raffle. A total of £350 was made for Village Hall 

funds. 

Good Companions                          

Bingo. The Good Companions club held its Christmas Prize Bingo on Monday 14 November in Wortham 

Village Hall. The event was well attended. The caller for the evening was Tom Davis and members of the 

club were also helpers. Chairman Betty Garnham thanked the members for the lovely prizes, the helpers 

and everyone who supports the bingo each year. £400 was made for the club. 

School Visit. The club was visited by 69 pupils from Wortham Primary School for their annual visit for Songs 

and Christmas Carols with their teachers. Teacher Mrs Cartledge introduced the children to the club and 

Frost the Snowman was one of the first songs they sang. Several pupils played the piano and they 

introduced themselves. One child played the trumpet. Led by their music teacher, Jane Kenyon, the children 

sang Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star, This Old Man, Jingle Bells. A School Choir has recently been formed and 

they followed with more songs and carols, including Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer (with actions), We 

Three Kings of Orient Are, and finished with We Wish You a Merry Christmas. Chairman Betty Garnham 

thanked the children for a wonderful afternoon and member Sheila Rush presented a donation to the 

school from the club. The children were then given refreshments. 

Village Carols                       

There will be Village Carols around the Tree at the Post Office on Friday 9 December, 4:30 – 5:30pm with 

mulled wine, donations to East Anglian Air Ambulance. 

School Christmas Fayre               Wortham 

Primary School held its Christmas Fayre on Friday 25 November at the school. The event was well attended 

and Father Christmas arrived during the afternoon and was kept busy throughout in his lovely, decorated 

grotto. There were also stalls with cakes and pies, jams and preserves, Tombola, Osborne books, Cards, 

Lucky Dip, Scented Candles, Teddy Tombola and lots of craft stalls. Competitions: Weight of Cake guessed 

by Evie M at 7lbs 11ozs; Pound coins in a Jar was won by Sarah Burgess. The main draw had 35 prizes. 

Refreshments were served all afternoon. It was nice to see Roella Trudgill back at the school. 
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Save time and money                                                   

when buying your heating oil 

 

If you are one of over 46,000 households in Suffolk which is off the mains gas network, you 

could be saving money on your oil heating bill thanks to a local social enterprise. 

 

Community Action Suffolk (CAS) runs a community buying scheme which has purchased over 

2.1 million litres of oil in the last year. In this time, households saved an average of £60, 

higher volume users such as community groups have saved £100 and rural businesses have 

saved £321. 

 

Despite recent record falls in oil prices, the scheme’s members have still made a collective 

saving of over £70,000 in the past year, as heating oil is purchased in bulk. Oil deliveries are 

then planned to provide an environmental benefit, with one oil tanker making a single trip to 

several members, rather than numerous single trips to the same area. Not only is the 

tanker’s fuel consumption is reduced, but so is the heavy traffic through rural villages. 

 

Natalie Lomas, Resources Officer at CAS, said: “Our members simply like the low prices that 

we get for them. Since the scheme started, our prices have been consistently lower than the 

average prices our members would have paid independently. 

 

“Members also appreciate the ease of the scheme, as they do not have the hassle of phoning 

around suppliers for quotes. “We take orders from our members across Essex, Suffolk and 

Cambridgeshire and place bulk orders twice a month. We can also organise individual orders 

for members who miss a deadline, or find that they are running short.” 

 

Members are not required to place orders online in order to benefit from savings, as is often 

the way with similar schemes. This is one way in which the scheme prides itself with 

customer service. One regular customer recently commented: “Once again I would like to 

take this opportunity to thank you and your colleagues for organising and providing this 

service, which continues to offer significant savings on heating oil purchases as well as 

proving to be very efficient in its operation and delivery, thank you.” 

 

As well as heating oil, the scheme also supplies members with Fuel Additive, Red Diesel, Gas 

Oil and LPG. Membership starts from just £20 per year and members have the option of 

placing orders via the website, by email, post or telephone. 

 

To become a member or for more information visit www.communitybuying.org.uk or call 

01473 345355 for a membership pack to be sent to you.  

 

http://www.communitybuying.org.uk/
http://communityactionsuffolk.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a4bddd85020397528b7391362&id=d35fc1ba06&e=db3065914f
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Burgate Village News 
 
 

Don’t forget – the kettle’s on every Tuesday at the Church Hall in Burgate.  Do come 

along and enjoy a hot drink and homemade cakes, meet your neighbours, catch up 
with old friends, bring children.  10.00 am until 12 noon.  Look out for the ‘A’ board 
beside the road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marie Curie Dinner – 30th October 
A big thank you to everyone who attended, donated and gave their time towards our "Dinner Down 
Memory Lane" in aid of Marie Curie at the Church Hall, Burgate.  A wonderful evening was had by all 
with a 70s-style retro three-course dinner and disco dancing afterwards... (well sort of!)                                 
 
We raised £400 for this very good cause and we just can't thank you all enough. Fee and Nick Robertson. 

 
 
Big Bang Quiz – 4th November 
A total of 9 teams took part in the latest of the quiz suppers organised in aid of the Friends of Burgate 
Church.  Congratulations to the winning team the Go-Betweeners, who just pipped the Surfers into second 
place.   Bringing up the rear were the Scole Commoners, who denied Dick Pell and his Famous Five the 
much-coveted booby prize.  A very enjoyable evening was had by all, many thanks to the organisers and 
participants – a total of £428 was made for FOBC.    
 
 
Church Flowers      Hall Cleaning 
3rd December  Gina Cole   Fran Jones 
10th December  Gina Cole 
17th December  Flo Tyler 
24th December  Flo Tyler 
31st December   Liz Chapman 
 
Church Hall Booking Secretary:     Judi Tann: 01379 783302 
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Friends of Wortham Church 
 

Spud & Spout Evening. 31 people came to supper, after which Sue Coales gave an interesting talk 
about her adventures as a cruise ship craft teacher. £350 was made for the church. 
 
Future Events 
   

Father Christmas will be visiting Wortham Village Hall on Sunday 18th December at 5 pm until 
approximately 6:30pm. Santa will arrive on his sleigh to tell stories and give out presents. Tickets are 
£1 per child with an accompanying adult. Light refreshments will be available. Booking is essential. 
 
Dinner and Speaker Saturday 11th February at Wortham Village Hall. Tickets £25. Our after-dinner 
speaker will be Mike Wabe talking about 'Foul Murders of East Anglia!'  
 
Willow Weaving Course Making a Deer. Wortham Village Hall, Friday 17 March. Ticket cost of £50 
covers a light lunch and all the materials required. 
 
Barn Dance Saturday 1st July at The Rookery, Wortham. 
 

 Tickets for the above events will be available from the PO village store or for more details 
phone Maureen Ling on 0778 845 5688. 

 
Christmas raffle tickets are on sale now from committee members and the shop. First prize is an 
hour long Hot Air Balloon flight for two, with champagne, worth £308. Other prizes are two 
Christmas Hampers and six bottles of wine. This will be drawn on 11th December. 
 
For details of fundraising events please check the website friendsofworthamchurch.weebly.com 
 

 

 

A RAHOF CHRISTMAS EVENING 

All Saints Church, Redgrave 

Friday 16th December 

7.00 for 7.30 pm 

Enjoy our Non-alcoholic mulled wine, Mince pies,                                                                                                                         

Readings and Community Carols 

Christmas Hamper Draw & more 

Admission £8 

Tickets from June Hart: 01379 897180 

RAHOF is a support group for                                                                                                                                                                                                

St Nicholas Hospice Care, Bury St Edmunds 
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HERITAGE CIRCLE 

Pip Wright, The Whistlecraft Family of Rickinghall 

The November meeting of the Heritage Circle at Rickinghall Village Hall had a captivating talk by Pip Wright 

where he told a series of stories from the life of Joe Whistlecraft, a ‘wrong’un’ who lived in Rickinghall. 

Joe was born in the Hartismere Workhouse in 1876.  He was part of a large family who moved to Rickinghall 

and came to live in Rose Cottage, Water Lane.  His father, William, was notorious in the village as he was 

often in and out of prison for poaching on the estate of the Wilson family.  He taught his sons how to shoot 

a gun, how to set a snare and how to train a dog.  It was a rough upbringing during which Joe learned when 

to run and when to fight. 

When Joe went to school, the family’s reputation was well established and he was continually in trouble.  It 

was not a surprise that he was would eventually end up in court.  His first offence was being drunk and 

disorderly, and swearing at and threatening a police officer.  He was fined 15/- but was unable to pay and so 

he had 8 days in prison.  Here he learned that prison was not that bad as you were given a bed, three meals 

a day and a haircut.  A number of other prosecutions followed, including assault, robbery, failure to pay a 

dog licence, and arson for which he served three years in Chelmsford Gaol. In total, Joe spent over 20 years 

in prison.   He and his family seemed to have been in a continual battle with the authorities and those who 

were wealthy.  This intensified when his elder brother, Solly, died in Ipswich Prison from what appears to 

have been neglect in 1904. 

In February 1914 two of Joe’s brothers, Herbie and John, emigrated to Canada but they returned to Europe 

almost immediately when World War I broke out.  Joe found himself the only member of the family at home 

as all of his brothers went to war and his sisters were in service.  Joe was 38 years old but the major reason 

for not enlisting was his loss of two fingers in a shotgun accident.  During this period, Joe committed an 

offence that he claimed he was not proud of, he shot his father.  There had been a major argument between 

the two men as Joe was accused of ‘grassing’ on one his friends who had broken a window in the church.  

This ended in Joe firing shot into his father’s back.  Fortunately for Joe, the charge of attempted murder was 

reduced to unlawful wounding. 

In 1929 Joe faced a much more serious charge, murder.  There was a longstanding enmity between Joe and 

the family of a local gamekeeper, Ernie Cornwell.  Joe went poaching to Stubbing’s Wood with his youngest 

brother, Ernie.  They arrived separately on this dark, wet night.  Joe fired his gun into a tree hoping to hit a 

roosting bird but this only attracted the attention of the game keeper and his assistant, Mike Scott.  Joe had 

reloaded his gun by the time he was caught in a bright light.  He seems to have shot at the light and Ernie 

Cornwell was killed.  Mike Scott had not witnessed the shooting but found Ernie before he died and was 

given Joe’s name as the assailant.  Joe disposed of the gun but was arrested and held in Norwich for trial.  He 

was fortunate that his barrister was able to undermine the evidence presented against him and he was 

acquitted.  However, he was shunned by the village as he was known to be guilty of the murder. Soon after 

this, Joe moved to live with one of his sisters in Hinderclay.  During the Second World War he got an honest 

job as gamekeeper for the Wilson family at Hinderclay Hall.  He was able to use his knowledge to raise birds 

and manage the woodland.  He finally died in 1960 at the age of 84.  This was the end of an eventful life. 

The next meeting of the Heritage Circle will be at 7.30pm on Wednesday 14 December at The Village Hall, 

Rickinghall will be the Christmas Social.  David Reeve will be talking about his life as a royal bodyguard.  The 

price of £10 includes a buffet.  Entry is by ticket only.  These are available from Brenda Deaville on 01379 

898561.  Tony Diamond will speak about Rudyard Kipling at the meeting at 7.30pm on 25 January.  Further 

information about the Heritage Circle is available on its website, www.heritagecircle.onesuffolk.net. 

Gerry Gurhy 
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Twinning News 

 

 

Hédé Christmas Market – some Twinning members are preparing to go to Hédé this weekend for the 

Marché de Noël (Christmas Market). As well as being a fund-raising event for us it is also a chance for 

those visiting to meet up with our friends in Hédé who always make us very welcome. Those going will 

have a busy time not only setting up the stall and selling but being entertained by their hosts.  

Many visitors to the market come back year after year for the produce made and donated by our 

members, as well as seeking out the Christmas crackers we take – these go very quickly since they are 

not available in France.  In addition, small items of giftware, kindly donated by the Odams family and a 

raffle for hampers filled with traditional British produce, also donated by members, help to make the 

event profitable for us. Funds raised in this way go towards subsiding travel for members’ children 

when we visit Hédé and to pay for entertaining our French visitors when it is our ‘turn’.  

AGM – advance notice. Our AGM will be held on Friday 3rd February at 7.30 in Wortham Village Hall. 

The business part of the meeting will be followed by a talk given by Jason from Suffolk Farmhouse 

Cheeses who make Suffolk Gold and Suffolk Brie Cheese. There will be an opportunity to sample some 

of the cheeses.  

Members will receive full details in the New Year.  

 

 

 

 

 
ARTIFICIAL CHRISTMAS TREE  

WANTED FOR WORTHAM VILLAGE HALL 
 
 

Has anyone a Christmas tree in their loft that is 
no longer required? A decorated Christmas tree 
in the village hall would add sparkle to those 
groups using the hall in December.  
 
A tall artificial tree, with baubles if possible, 
would be gratefully received and used each year.  
 
Please contact Chrissy Cole 01379 890220.   
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Garden Notes by Linda Simpson 

I commented last month about various sources of colour in the garden at this time of year. Since then 

one of the loveliest and most vibrant area of colour in my garden has been our beech hedge.  

6 years ago, we planted the hedge to screen off one of the more practical working areas of the garden 

– to hide the fruit cage, polytunnel, vegetable areas and composts heaps. We had a few minor setbacks 

in the first couple of years when we had damage and threat of damage from late frosts to newly 

emerging leaves. In the second year, we did even manage to cover it one night with fleece– no mean 

feat given that it is some 40 metres in all.  

However, since then it has gone from strength to strength. Beech likes our sandy free draining soil and 

in the last couple of years we have had good growing conditions. At six feet tall now, we are pruning 

the height and encouraging it to thicken up. It has grown faster than we dared to hope and is now 

providing a real feature in the garden. 

What I like most about it is that although we bought the purple 

leaved plants all from the same source the leaf colour varies 

slightly from plant to plant, as does the time when the leaves 

unfurl or change colour in the autumn. As a result, we get a 

subtle and rich colour range during the various seasons.  

Beech holds on to the dead leaves until the new growth starts 

in the spring so not only is the hedge attractive to look at it 

also provides shelter for the small birds in winter.  

This year the autumn colour of the hedge has been stunning. I have noticed that beeches everywhere 

in the countryside (as well as the other trees) have also had an amazing range of glowing colour. We 

drove past a privately-owned estate near Thetford 

the other day where a copse of beech trees had 

been planted. The sun shining through the trees 

made it almost look like a beautiful stage set. What 

a joy to behold.  

Such sights certainly make up for the less wonderful 

weather so I do try and make a point of having a 

wander around the garden whenever possible to 

make the most of the show that nature provides. On 

a smaller scale to the beech hedge we have also had some good colour from other plants. I mentioned 

a few months ago, a short grass, Molinia Moorhexe which is growing in the bed in the centre of the 

main lawn near the house.  Some are growing in front of a bronzy leaved heuchera called XXL.  

As the grass has changed colour from green to russet and when the sun shines behind it, it picks up the 

colour of the heuchera leaves and takes on rich copper tones. With its tall airy flower stems also glowing 

in the sunlight it has become a great source of pleasure to look at.  

Whoever thinks that November a dull month, plant wise, would certainly be wrong this year. Whatever 

winter may throw at us in the coming months it well I am sure feel less of a long dreary season because 

of the glory that has been November.  
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VILLAGE HALL DATES FOR YOUR DECEMBER DIARY 

Wortham Morning Yoga  Village Hall  Tuesday                       06   10:00 – 11:30 

Wortham Morning Yoga  Village Hall  Thursday 01, 08    11:45 – 13:15 

Ballroom    Village Hall  Monday         05, 12  18:30 – 21:0 

Meditation   Village Hall  Tuesday   01, 08, 15  15:00 – 16:00 

Sewing Class   Village Hall  Monday                 12        09:30 – 14:30 

Pilates    Village Hall  Wednesday         07, 14  09:30 – 10:30 

Tea’s Made   Village Hall  Wednesday                   07   14:00 – 16:30 

School of Dance   Village Hall  CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE  

Gentle Exercise   Village Hall  Thursday  01, 08, 15, 22  09:30 – 10:30 

Gentle Exercise   Village Hall  Wednesday         07, 14, 21  19:45 – 20:45 

Parish Council   Village Hall  Tuesday           06   19:30 

Private Function   Village Hall  Thursday        22  11:00 – 16:00 

Children meet Father Christmas Village Hall  Sunday   18  17:00 – 18:30 

 

                                                                     

WOBUL is published monthly as a service of the Wortham & Burgate Community Action Programme 

Members of the CAP: Terry Quinn (Chairman), Michael & Paddy Richards, Jacky Bradley,                                                

Sheila Rudland, Paul & Alexis Burd, John Payton, Pete Antill, John King and Chris Williams (Treasurer). 

Editor: Mike Bowen. The Chalet, Union Lane, Wortham. IP22 1SP.                                                                                                           

Tel: 01379 650192   email: wobul@mcb-biz.net 

The Editor thanks all contributors for their timely submissions and states that the views stated herein                                    

are his or those of the article contributor and not of the W&B Community Action Programme. 
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